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EARTH DAY RECAP

 
ISU celebrated the 54th anniversary of Earth Day with the theme “Our Green
Promise, Our Sustainable Future.” This year, more than 400 students, faculty and
staff attended ISU’s Earth Day Celebration, for a morning and afternoon of
connecting, networking, learning and engaging.

Read the Earth Day Celebration Blog

 
 

STUDENTS LIVING CARDINAL, GOLD AND GREEN
 

Recognizing the Sustainable
Achievements of the Live

https://isulivegreen.wordpress.com/2024/04/29/reflecting-on-earth-day-and-beyond/


 

Green! Team 

As campus and community leaders, the
Live Green! team commits valuable
dedication to enhancing sustainability.
This month’s SLCGG article showcases
all that has been accomplished this year
through the eyes of each individual on
the Live Green! team.  

Explore the Live Green! Team
Sustainability Impact

 
ONE SUSTAINABLE IOWA CONFERENCE RECAP

 
Students from colleges and universities across Iowa wrapped up Earth Week and
gathered for a day of networking and skills-building in sustainability on April 26, for
the 5th annual One Sustainable Iowa Conference. The event featured inspiring,
engaging and thought-provoking presentations and activities, including a keynote
speech by Ben Jealous, civil rights figure and executive director of the Sierra Club.

Visit the Conference Website

 
NOW YOU KNOW | A Deeper Sustainable Dive

https://files.constantcontact.com/7b61f730701/87cb68ca-8dfb-43ec-8116-813f0dfd9ca2.pdf
https://www.onesustainableiowa.com/2022-conference-1


 
Recognizing Sustainable
Initiatives in Higher
Education Across Iowa

This month's Now You Know article
celebrates the overarching
commitment to sustainability in
higher education throughout our
state by highlighting unique
approaches, considerations and
commitment. 

Read Full Article

 
SEMESTER HIGHLIGHTS

So much innovation and impact has happened this semester at Iowa State; students,
faculty and staff dedicated their time, knowledge and energy to countless projects that
enhanced our campus and the wider community. Join us in recognizing a few of the many
impressive and noteworthy achievements of the spring semester!

See All Green News

https://iowastate.sharepoint.com/sites/2023-2024LiveGreenInitiative/_layouts/15/doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B33897383-6f99-4a37-909d-4766e31a3dbb%7D&action=edit
https://files.constantcontact.com/7b61f730701/c43cb477-4e28-4eaf-bb2c-7102672fa1d7.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/7b61f730701/951fbb89-1d20-423e-ae98-c50293c22baa.pdf


 
LIVE GREEN! MONTHLY CHALLENGE

Spend each week of the month recognizing and showing gratitude for those who have
given you support to ensure your success and accomplishments in the past year. Pick
from a list of opportunities to show your appreciation to those who have made "all the
difference"!

Take the Monthly Challenge

 
GREEN ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Stroll through Robinson Wildlife Acres 
Explore the local public parks at Robinson Wildlife Acres and the ephemeral blooms of
spring wildflowers in the woods. The walks are May 2 at 1:30 p.m. and are led by Outdoor
Alliance of Story County volunteers and are cosponsored by Story County Conservation.
The walks are free and registration is not required. For more information, visit the My
County Parks website.  

Help Support the Local Ames Farmer’s Market 
Connect with a variety of local Iowa vendors/producers at the kickoff of the first Ames
Main Street Farmers’ Market! The Ames Main Street Farmers’ Market is seeking
Volunteers and corporate partners to help make our Market a “growing” success on
Saturday, May 4 and on Saturdays throughout the summer from 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. The
market provides a weekly opportunity to buy seasonal fresh fruit, vegetables, meats,
cheeses, arts, crafts, fresh flowers, plants and much more. For more information and to
sign up to be a volunteer, visit the Ames Downtown website. 

Learn The Ins and Outs of Backyard Hot Composting 
Join composting educator Steve Libbey on May 4, 10 – 11 a.m. as he prepares high-

https://files.constantcontact.com/7b61f730701/a8550066-5a16-42ef-8df2-52f86f699242.pdf
https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Story/Park/Robison-Wildlife-Acres/Events/23880/Spring-Wildflower-Walks.aspx
https://amesdowntown.org/farmersmarket/
https://amesdowntown.org/farmersmarket/


nitrogen materials for a hot pile, accelerating compost production. Libbey will be
discussing the composting method and showing how hot pile composting takes more effort
but will produce compost more quickly—in several weeks to several months. For more
information and to register, visit the Wheatfield Co-op website.  

Gain Insight on the Memorial Union’s Latest Conservation Project 
Convene at the Memorial Union’s Fountain of the Four Seasons on May 5, 12 – 1 p.m. to
learn the latest update on the conservation project surrounding the Fountain and then walk
to Morrill Hall to take home a seed to plant in time for spring. Learn from guest curator
Jerome Thompson about the impact of corn and agricultural practices on the creation of
the Fountain’s design. For more information, visit the Iowa State University Museums
website.  

Assist Iowa's Special Olympians  
Gather with more than 2,600 athletes, 1,200 coaches and 2,000 volunteers for Iowa’s
largest event of the year, the Special Olympics Iowa Summer Games. The three-day event
begins with the Torch Run Final Leg bringing the Flame of Hope from downtown Des
Moines to Hilton Coliseum for the Opening Ceremony presented by Hy-Vee. For more
information and to sign up to volunteer in Ames, visit the Special Olympics Iowa website.  

Celebrate Arbor Day  
Recognize Arbor Day and the value trees bring to the community by planting trees on May
18 beginning at 9 a.m. Ames Parks and Recreation received a grant from the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for $5,000 to help plant 50 trees near Ames High
School. The trees will be planted between Northwestern and Grand avenues and between
Murray Drive and 20th Street. Interested volunteers should meet at the corner of
Northwestern Avenue and Murray Drive. For more information, visit the City of Ames
website.  

 
MAY (AND SUMMER) GREEN EVENTS CALENDAR

MAY
May 5, 11 a.m. | Downtown Fareway Parking Lot 
Beautiful Land Market 
Discover 50 unique local vendors and small businesses to refresh your home with
handmade and curated goods. The Beautiful Land Market will feature local food trucks,
live music, and a diversity of local handmade goods and arts. For more information, visit
the Beautiful Land Market website.  

May 10 - 12, various times | Reiman Gardens 
Plant Sale Extravaganza 
Support local Iowa State University organizations by shopping for all of your indoor and
outdoor plant needs. Plants for sale include perennials for sun and shade, herbs and
vegetables, Iowa natives, woody plants including trees, "Quick Turn" shrubs and Buck
roses, container and bedding annuals, houseplants and other topicals, hanging baskets
and All-American Selection (AAS) winners. Early access, for members only on May 10
from 3 – 7 p.m., and public sales on May 11 from 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. and May 12 from 10 a.m.
- 3 p.m. For more information, visit the Reiman Gardens Event Calendar webpage.  

May 11, 9 a.m. | Center Grove Orchard 
Baby Animal Days at Center Grove 
Absorb the joy of playing with a lineup of baby lambs, chicks, goats, bunnies and many
other adorable farm animals, all in a safe and welcoming environment. Also offered are
seasonal treats and farmyard activities. For more information or to buy tickets, visit the
Center Grove Orchard website.  

May 15, 5 p.m. | Brunnier Art Museum, Scheman Building 
Exploring Iowa State College Pottery’s Place in History 
Accompany Lynette Pohlman, Adrienne Gennett, and Allison Sheridan and learn more
about Iowa State College pottery’s own entry into the American Art Pottery tradition. Only

https://www.wheatsfield.coop/backyard-hot-composting-2/
https://www.museums.iastate.edu/calendar/fountain-update-seed-planting
https://www.soiowa.org/competitions/statewide-competitions/summer-games/
https://www.cityofames.org/Home/Components/News/News/7778/2106
https://www.beautifullandmarket.com/
https://www.beautifullandmarket.com/
https://reimangardens.com/events
https://reimangardens.com/events
https://centergroveorchard.com/pages/baby-animal-days
https://centergroveorchard.com/pages/baby-animal-days
https://www.museums.iastate.edu/calendar/college-pottery


made for a few years, the objects are rare and tell the story of how American Art Pottery
was spread westward by skilled ceramicists. 

May 29, 12 p.m. | Hixson-Lied Small Animal Hospital, 1809 S Riverside Drive 
Campus Art Walk: Animal Companionship 
Become informed about the connections between humans and animals found in Iowa
State’s Art on Campus Collection by taking a walk around Patterson Hall. Meet Caitlin
Patton, education specialist, at the Hixson-Lied Small Animal Hospital main entrance. Art
Walks are free monthly tours of the Art on Campus at Iowa State University. For more
information, visit the Discover Ames website.  

SUMMER
Every Saturday starting May 4, 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. | Main Street, Ames 
Ames Main Street Farmers Market 
Meet local vendors, producers and businesses at The Ames Main Street Farmers‘ Market.
This community event connects people together every Saturday from May to October
2024 from Ames and the surrounding area to enjoy the bounty of locally grown produce,
delicious baked goods and beautifully hand-crafted items. For more information, visit the
Ames Downtown website. 

June 1 – July 27, 9 a.m. | Bandshell Park 
Yoga in the Park 
Learn from certified yoga instructors from various yoga studios in Ames for a free class
appropriate for all skill levels. Get a different yoga experience each week from one of nine
volunteer instructors. Wear comfortable clothing and bring your own mat if possible. The
outdoor classes offer a unique atmosphere to relax and invigorate at the same time. For
more information, visit the Ames Parks and Recreation website.  

June 7, 10 a.m. | Reiman Gardens 
Teacher Appreciation Day at Reiman Gardens 
Commemorate teachers at Reiman Gardens during Teacher Appreciation Day. Free
admission applies to Pre-K-12 school employees only and you must show a school ID
card or badge to gain free admission. Teachers can also enter to win a variety of prizes
from dozens of local businesses around Ames. For more information, visit the Reiman
Gardens Calendar of Events. 

June 13, August 8, 8:30 a.m. | Reiman Gardens 
Butterfly Blizzard 
Experience a butterfly blizzard in Reiman Gardens’ Christina Reiman Butterfly Wing.
Participants will get the opportunity to learn and release their very own butterfly into the
tropical indoor garden. Once released, participants will receive a certificate with their
names and the species they released on it. The Butterfly Blizzard will be available to
experience on June 13, 8:30 – 10 a.m. and August 8, 8:30 – 10 a.m. For more information
and to register, visit the Reiman Gardens Calendar of Events website. 

June 13, 20, 21, various times | Around Ames  
Summer Iowa Games Admissions Volunteers  
Participate in various volunteer opportunities around Ames for the Summer Iowa Games,
held every summer. From activities including martial arts, track and field, bowling,
swimming, taekwondo and more, there are various times and options for volunteer
opportunities. For more information on volunteer opportunities for the 2024 Summer Iowa
Games, visit the Sign Up Genius website.  

June 22, 10 a.m. | ISU Forker Building parking lot  
College Creek Cleanup
Celebrate National Rivers Month with the Office of Sustainability at the 14th annual
College Creek Cleanup event! Join volunteers as they traverse designated areas of the
creek and its banks, collecting litter. Drop in whenever your schedule permits. For
additional details and registration, please visit the Iowa State Events Calendar webpage . 

June – August, various times | Reiman Gardens 
Nature at Night 
Accompany the staff of Reiman Gardens for an exclusive evening sensory exploration of

https://discoverames.com/events/campus-art-walk-animal-companionship/
https://discoverames.com/events/campus-art-walk-animal-companionship/
https://amesdowntown.org/farmersmarket/visit/
https://amesdowntown.org/farmersmarket/visit/
https://www.cityofames.org/home/showpublisheddocument/75556/638477584380130000
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https://reimangardens.com/events
https://reimangardens.com/events
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https://reimangardens.com/events
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084CAFA92EA5FD0-48225240-2024#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084CAFA92EA5FD0-48225240-2024#/
https://www.event.iastate.edu/?sy=2024&sm=06&sd=22&s=d&featured=1
https://www.event.iastate.edu/?sy=2024&sm=06&sd=22&s=d&featured=1
https://reimangardens.com/events


the Gardens. Experience the enchantment of flowers that bloom exclusively at night or
emit fragrances to entice nocturnal pollinators. Get hands-on with selected flowers as you
illuminate them with UV light to reveal their fluorescence. The program is $18 for
members, $32 for general public, and $15 for ISU students. For more information including
times, different event experiences and dates, visit the Reiman Gardens Calendar of
Events website. 

July 26 – August 3, various times | Intermodal Parking Facility, Ames 
Rummage RAMPage 
Find new homes for your gently used furniture and household items, or add furnishings to
your own home or apartment, at the yearly Rummage RAMPage event, presented by the
City of Ames and ISU Office of Sustainability! Every purchase supports the non-profit
groups and ISU student organizations that contribute volunteer hours to the event's
success. For event hours, participating groups and organizations and donation guidelines,
visit the Rummage RAMPage webpage on the City of Ames website.  

Explore All Live Green! Calendar Events

Have a green event, initiative or accomplishment that you would like to have featured?
Share it with us via email at livegreen@iastate.edu.

 
RECIPES AND GREEN-IT-YOURSELF (GIY)

May is the perfect time to recognize our sustainable accomplishments throughout the
school year. It is a time brimming with opportunities to foster creativity and embrace
sustainability, especially during gatherings and festivities. 

Newspaper Gift Bag 
Transform newspapers into
eco-friendly gift bags,
showcasing recognition for
both sustainability and your
loved ones.

Recycled Party Tassels
Recognize the value of
creativity by transforming
trash into treasure with
vibrant recycled party tassels
crafted from old chip bags,
maps and tissue paper. 

Upcycle Picture Frames
Elevate your space and
recognize cherished
memories by upcycling old
picture frames into new,
personalized masterpieces.

https://reimangardens.com/events
https://www.cityofames.org/living/rummage-rampage
https://www.cityofames.org/living/rummage-rampage
https://www.livegreen.iastate.edu/take-action/live-green-calendar
mailto:livegreen@iastate.edu
https://www.instructables.com/How-to-Make-An-Eco-Friendly-Bag/
https://pagingsupermom.com/recycled-party-tassels/
https://hydrangeatreehouse.com/update-old-picture-frames/


Muffin Tin Mini Quiche
Indulge in these delightful
bite-sized quiches, a
recognition of the perfect
blend of convenience and
flavor.

Fresh Basil Lemonade
Celebrate the
commencement of summer
with this invigorating fresh
basil lemonade, a
recognition of the season's
vibrant flavors.

Healthy Vanilla Cake
Savor the elegance of a
cake picnic served in wine
glasses, recognizing the
blend of wholesome flavors
with a touch of
sophistication.

Find More Recipes and GIYs on the Live Green! Pinterest Page

 
STAY CONNECTED TO LIVE GREEN!LIVE GREEN!

livegreen.iastate.edu

          

Live Green! Monthly is a monthly publication from the Office of Sustainability at Iowa State University.
Live Green! is Iowa State University's campus-wide sustainability initiative, encouraging all students,

faculty and staff to be fully committed to and engaged in making our projects and initiatives, our
operations and our campus environmentally, economically and socially sustainable.

Iowa State University Facilities Planning and Management | 108 General Services Building, 700
Wallace Road, Ames, IA 50011
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