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LIVE GREEN! AWARDS FOR
EXCELLENCE IN SUSTAINABILITY

About The Awards

• The Live Green! Initiative encourages all faculty, staff and students to be fully committed to and
engaged in making our campus, its operations and initiatives as green and sustainable as possible

• In celebrating the continued growth of the Live Green! Initiative, it is important to also celebrate 
individual and team excellence that brings the overall success we have accomplished as a university

• These awards recognize Iowa State University faculty, staff and students who are currently making 
an impact on the campus’ sustainability efforts by generating awareness and interest through 
initiatives that focus on teaching, research, outreach and/or operations

• The Live Green! Awards for Excellence in Sustainability recognizes efforts across all aspects of
the university,whether faculty, staff, student; individual or team efforts. The awards committee
had a difficult task in choosing this year’s recipients, since the nominated projects and initiatives
were both diverse and impressive. Winning projects were awarded based upon excellence in 
sustainability efforts and not limited by category

• Nominations were evaluated within six areas: cultural impact, impact on natural resources, 
economic impact,transferability, legacy to the Live Green! Initiative and sustainability and overall 
award merit



institutional strategic goals, and ensure long-term environmental. The target audience specifically 
focused on campus sustainability leadership.

Second thesis research examining the co-management of food waste diversion programs in campus 
towns across the United States, specifically exploring how universities and surrounding communities 
collaborate to advance sustainable food waste management, as well as identifying key challenges, 
opportunities, and benefits of shared governance to improve efficiency, reduce emissions, and 
maximize environmental and economic impacts. The target audience specifically focused on the 
collaboration of campus and community leadership.

From an engagement standpoint, Elizabeth served in various internship roles with the Office 
of Sustainability throughout the entirety of her undergraduate years, including Marketing and 
Communications, Social Media Engagement and Sustainability Benchmarking, Tracking and 
Reporting. She also held the position of Student Government Director of Sustainability and has 
been a consistent and constant volunteer supporting and furthering sustainability on campus and 
throughout the Ames community. All roles focused on assisting students, faculty, and staff – as well 
as the public, in discovering opportunities for sustainability involvement and achieving personal and 
collective impact.

All of the above noted commitment and dedication coalesce into an impressive and diversified 
cascade of sustainability empowerment Elizabeth has instilled…on campus, in the Ames community 
and beyond… and that she leaves as a vibrant legacy.

2026 Live Green! Awards for Excellence in Sustainability Winner
Elizabeth Smith – Graduate Student in Community and Regional Planning and 
Sustainable Agriculture

Elizabeth Smith has dedicated the entirety 
of her college years at Iowa State University 
toward supporting and enhancing sustainability 
education, engagement and empowerment, 
both on and off campus.

From an educational standpoint, as a master’s 
student, Elizabeth pursued two research 
projects. First independent study focusing on 
data-driven and decision-support approaches 
to advance sustainability in higher education 
institutions, toward the goal of understanding 
how institutions select and evaluate 
sustainability tracking and benchmarking 
systems to improve efficiency, align with 



•	 Replacing waste receptacles with composting units
•	 Switching to compostable service ware and trash bags and
•	 Putting a dedicated, full-operation-wide strategy and plan in place to ensure collaboration, commitment, 

success, and impact.
 
The overarching goal: to reduce environmental impact while creating a composting system that worked 
operationally and could be replicated elsewhere on campus.

Fall of 2024, the project was in motion - a collaborative effort involving Tatiana, student sustainability leaders, 
ISU Dining partners, Facilities Planning & Management, vendors, and the campus life marketing team.

Less than two years later, this project has successfully met and continues to exceed its original goals, with the 
milestone of 90% of products at Hawthorn being compostable being achieved this past year. A clear pathway 
to reach 100% compostable products is also visible in the near future.

Through every step Tatiana played a key role in helping move the project from concept to implementation 
by coordinating across teams, evaluating feasibility, and keeping sustainability goals aligned with daily 
operations. Her leadership demonstrates how large-scale food service operations can successfully transition 
toward more sustainable practices in everyday campus operations in a practical, achievable way through 
thoughtful planning, collaboration, and education.

Tatiana’s leadership, dedication, and perseverance have helped create lasting change that benefits current 
campus and off-campus communities while also supporting a more sustainable future for those who follow.

2026 Live Green! Awards for Excellence in Sustainability Winner
Tatiana Twedt, Manager of Hawthorn Market and Caf with ISU Dining Services

In the Spring of 2023 Hawthorn Management was 
approached by residents of Fredriksen Court and 
members of the Student Government Sustainability 
Committee and Engineers for a Sustainable World 
student organization. Their goal was to significantly 
reduce waste sent to the landfill and move toward 
a full compostable operation. With the growing 
interest in sustainability from students and campus 
partners, Tatiana saw an opportunity at Hawthorn to 
turn this idea into a practical, impactful project that 
aligned with dining operations.

The scope of the project focused on transitioning 
Hawthorn’s waste system and disposable products 
to support composting instead of landfilling waste 
and included three primary components:


